
23.

Soon after, he made his way back north, to Galilee. As he neared
where he was to lodge for the night, He was followed by two blind men, who

cried out.

"Son of David, have pity on us!"

When he had gone indoors they came to him. Jesus asked.

"Do you believe that I have the power to do what you want?"

"Yes, sir - we do!"

Then he touched their eyes and said.

"According to your belief, so let it be."

Their sight was restored. Jesus said to them sternly. 

"Understand this, I want no one to hear about this."

They promised but as soon as they had gone out, they talked about

him all over the countryside.

Jesus went quietly on his way and rejoined his disciples in

Capernaum. They continued their preaching and healing around the

countryside.

On one occasion, a man was brought to him, who was dumb and

possessed by a devil. Jesus sternly told the devil to come out of him and the

devil was cast out. The patient straight away recovered his speech. The

onlookers were filled with awe and amazement and declared.

"Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel."

There were some doctors of the law, too, who had come down from

Jerusalem, they said.

"He is possessed by Beelzebub. He drives out devils by the prince of

devils."



Jesus heard this and paused and called them to come forward and

spoke to them in parables.

"Let me ask you a question - you are learned men. Tell me - How can

Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom

cannot stand, and if Satan is in rebellion against himself, he is divided and

cannot stand; and that is the end of him.

Now, I ask you - If, as you try to insist, I drive out devils by Beelzebub,

by whom do your own people drive them out?

If this is your argument, they themselves will refute you. But if it is by

the finger of God that I drive out devils, then be sure that the kingdom of God

has already come upon you.

On the other hand, no one can break into a strong man's house and

make off with his goods unless he has first tied up the strong man, then he

can ransack the house.

I tell you this: no sin, no slander, is beyond forgiveness for men; but

whoever slanders the Holy Spirit can never be forgiven; he is guilty of eternal

sin.

He who is not for me is against me, and he who does not gather with

me, scatters!"

It was soon after this incident that Jesus spoke to his disciples

privately. They had returned to Capernaum and the eighty or more who

performed the various tasks which regulated the crowds who flocked around

their Teacher, had gathered at the house Jesus used. Jesus looked around

them with real affection and they grinned back in anticipation, sensing that

something special was to be announced. Jesus began by calling out a list of

names.

"Simon bar Jonah, Andrew, James and John, sons of Zebedee - Philip



and Batholomew, Thomas and Matthew, James Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon

of Cana - and Judas of Kerioth."

He paused and the twelve he had selected eyed him solemnly.

"The time has come to send you out in my name. Listen carefully to

what I have to tell you. Don't take the road to any gentile land and don't enter

any town in Samaria. Concentrate on Judaea and Galilee, go rather to the

lost sheep of Israel.

As you go proclaim the message: 'The kingdom of Heaven is upon

you.' 

I empower you to heal the sick, to raise the dead, to cleanse lepers, to

cast out devils.

Remember, you received these gifts without cost; give without charge.

Take nothing with you, no gold, silver or copper to fill your purse, no

pack for the road, no second coat, no shoes, no stick; the worker earns his

keep.

When you come to any town or village, look for some worthy person in

it, and make your home there until you leave. Wish the house peace as you

enter it, so that if it is worthy, your peace may descend on it. If it is not worthy,

your peace can come back to you.

If anyone will not receive you or listen to what you say, then as you

leave the house or that town, shake the dust of it off your feet. I tell you this:

on the day of judgement it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom and

Gomorrah than for that town."

Jesus leaned forward and emphasised earnestly.

"Look, I send you out like sheep among wolves; be wary as serpents,

innocent as doves."

He looked beyond them, but not into the crowd, as if he was talking to



others. The disciples exchanged glances and then concentrated again on

what he was saying.

"Be on your guard, for men will hand you over to their courts, they will

flog you in the synagogues, and you will be brought before governors and

kings, for my sake, to testify before them and the heathen. But when you are

arrested, don’t worry about what you are to say; when the time comes, the

words you need will be given to you; for it is not you who will be speaking: it

will be the spirit of your Father speaking in you.

Brother will betray brother, and the father his child; children will turn

against their parents and send them to their death. All will hate you for your

allegiance to me, but the man who holds out to the end will be saved.

When you are persecuted in one town, take refuge in another: I tell

you this: before you have gone through all the towns of Israel the Son of Man

will have come!

A pupil does not rank above his teacher, or a servant above his

master. The pupil should be content to share his teacher's lot, the servant to

share his master's. If the master has been called Beelzebub, how much more

so his household!

So, don't be afraid of them. There's nothing covered up that will not be

uncovered, nothing hidden that will not be made known. What I say to you in

the dark, you must repeat in broad daylight. What you hear whispered, you

must shout from the housetops.

Don't fear those who kill the body, but can't kill the soul. Rather, fear

him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell!

Isn't it a fact that sparrows are two a penny? Yet without your Father's

permission not one of them can fall to the ground. As for you, even the hairs

of your head have all been counted. So have no fear; you are worth more



than any number of sparrows!

Whoever then will acknowledge me before men, I will acknowledge

him before my Father in heaven; and whoever disowns me before men, I will

disown him before my Father in heaven.

You mustn't think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I

haven't come to bring peace, but a sword, I have come to set a man against 

his father, a daughter against her mother, a son's wife against her mother-in-law;

and a man will find enemies under his own roof.

No man is worthy of me who cares more for Father or mother than for

me; no man is worthy of me who cares more for son or daughter; no man is

worthy of me who does not take up his cross and walk in my footsteps. By

gaining his life a man will lose it; by losing his life for my sake, he will gain it.

To receive you is to receive me, and to receive me is to receive the

One who sent me.

Whoever receives a prophet as a prophet will be given a prophets

reward, and whoever receives a good man because he is a good man will be

given a good man's reward. And if anyone gives so much as a cup of cold

water to one of these little ones, because he is a disciple of mine, I tell you

this: that man will assuredly not go unrewarded."

When Jesus had finished giving his twelve disciples their instructions,

he sent them on their way and soon left the town with the remainder of those

who were always with him to teach and preach in the neighbouring towns.

Nebat went with them, reflecting on what he had witnessed. In his

mind, he could understand why the ten men who had always been closest to

Jesus, would have been sent to do this special work - that his friend Judah of

Kerioth - or Judas, as he now seemed to be called - the fact that he had been

included, was a surprise. Certainly, he had proved to be a willing helper since



the time they had joined the crowd following Jesus, even pushing his way to

the front to offer his services.

Nebat hadn't shared in the conversation he had had with the Teacher,

but Judas had returned and seemed satisfied with the result, but

uncommunicative.

The other surprise was the man Matthew. Admittedly, he had a brother

among the original ten, but from what he had seen of Jesus, Nebat was fairly

sure that didn't count for much. Jesus has selected him himself, but he was

very new to the group and hadn't seen anything of the wonders performed

while they were travelling the Galilean countryside. He hadn't even been

present when Jesus had delivered his great teaching on the mountainside -

but Matthew had been selected with the others and sent out in Jesus’ name

to do Jesus’ works.

Nebat was being carried along by the crowd, who were chattering

among themselves, talking about the latest wonders performed by the tall

man who led the way, for once, separated from those who were always close

to him. Nebat was content, he was in good company and he was storing up in

his mind the supply of anecdotes which he would form into tales to be told

around future campfires to appreciative listeners.

They were not far on their way before they stopped again, this time,

among those who approached Jesus were some that Nebet recognised as

the disciples of the Baptist.

Herod had finally moved against the Baptist, sending a squad of his

guards to arrest him and throw him into the stronghold of Marchaerus, which

was situated in the mountains to the east of the Dead Sea, in Edom. John

was still in touch with his disciples and had been informed of all that was

happening with his cousin, by some of them, who had returned from being



with Jesus. He was imprisoned in a deep pit and the guards were so

confident of his inability to escape from such a desolate place, that they were

casual in allowing his disciples access to him. 

John had eagerly listened to their reports and after a while, he

summoned two of them and he sent them back to Jesus with a question.

"Are you the one who is to come, or are we to expect someone else?"

The messengers made their way to Jesus and put the question to him.

He didn't answer straight away, but continued is ministrations in the crowd,

curing those who came to him bent under their diseases, plagues, and evil

spirits. To many blind people he bestowed sight. Then, he turned to John's

messengers and gave them his answer.

"Go and tell John what you have seen and heard. Tell him how the

blind recover their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are made clean, the deaf

hear, and the dead are raised to life. The poor are listening to the good news

- and happy is the man who does not find me a stumbling-block!"

After John's messengers had left, Jesus began to speak about the

Baptist to the crowds.

"What was the spectacle that drew you into the wilderness? A reed-bed

swept by the wind? No? Then what did you go to see? A man dressed in

silks and satins? Surely you must look in the palaces for grand clothes and

luxury. But what DID you go to see? A prophet? Yes, indeed, and far more

than a prophet. He is the man of whom the scripture says:

'Here is my herald, whom I send on ahead of you, and he will prepare

your way before you.'

I tell you this, there is not a mother's son greater than John, and yet

the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."

When they heard him, all the people, including the tax-gatherers,



praised God, for they had accepted John's baptism, but the Pharisees and

Lawyers, who had refused his baptism, had rejected God's purpose for

themselves.

Jesus turned to them.

"How can I describe the people of this generation? What are they like?

They are like children sitting in the market place and shouting at each other:

John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you

say, 'He is possessed.'

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look at him!

A glutton and a drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!', But God's

wisdom is proved right by all who are her children!"

They were in the countryside to the north of Capernaum, in the

neighbourhood of Chorazin and Bethsaida, the towns in which most of his

miracles had taken place. He suddenly denounced the towns for their lack of

recognition and stubborn resistance to his teaching.

"I feel sorry for you, Chorazin - and you too, Bethsaida! If the miracles

that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they

would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

I tell you - it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of

judgement than for you.

As for you, Capernaum! Do you think you will you be exalted to the

skies?

No! You will be brought down to the depths!

If the miracles had been performed in Sodom which were performed in

you, Sodom would be standing to this day. 

I tell you - it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom on the day of

judgement than for you!"



He looked upward into heaven and continued softly.

I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things

from the learned and the wise, and showing them to the simple. Yes, Father,

such was thy choice"

He turned back to the silent crowd.

"Everything is entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the

Son excepting the Father, and no one knows the Father except for the Son

and those whom the Son may choose to reveal him."

He raised his voice so that it echoed off the surrounding hills.

"Come to me, all of you whose work is hard and whose load is heavy -

and I will give you relief.

Bend your necks to my yoke and learn from me - for I am gentle and

humble of heart and your souls will find relief.

My yoke is good to bear and my load is light."

They continued their slow progress through the surrounding towns, a

constant stream of people ebbing and flowing around Jesus to hear what he

had to tell them, but particularly, to bring their sick and afflicted. The twelve

he had sent out still hadn't returned, but the remainder of the disciples

continued to regulate the flow of people that threatened to overwhelm him

wherever he stopped.

One Sabbath day, they were walking through the cornfields and some

of the disciples, feeling hungry, began to pluck some of the ears of corn and

eat them.

With them, as always, were a group of lawyers, Pharisees from

Jerusalem, always ready to seize on anything they could criticise. They called

out:

"Teacher - Look - your disciples are doing something which is



forbidden on the Sabbath."

Jesus turned and faced then squarely and said nothing for a few

seconds. They stared back defiantly.

"Haven't you read about David and what he did when he and his men

were hungry? I'll remind you - He went into the House of God, in the time of

Abiathar the High Priest, and ate the sacred bread from the altar, although

neither he nor his men had the right to eat it - only the priests have that right.

Haven't you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the

Temple break the Sabbath and it isn't held against them?

I tell you this - there is something greater than the Temple here. If you

had any understanding of what the test means:

'I require mercy, not sacrifice',

You wouldn't have condemned the innocent! Sabbath is made for the

sake of man and not man for the Sabbath. For the Son of Man is sovereign

even over the Sabbath!"

The Pharisees and the doctors of Law were always on the watch. On

another Sabbath, Jesus went into a synagogue, as was his custom. There

was a man with a withered arm. They watched him closely, to see whether

Jesus would cure him on the Sabbath. If he did, they would be able to bring a

charge against him. 

Jesus said to the man with the withered arm.

"Come and stand out here."

He turned to his critics.

"Tell me, is it permitted to do good or to do evil on the Sabbath - to

save life or to kill?"

They said nothing. Jesus looked at them with anger and sorrow at their

obstinate stupidity. He turned to the man.



"Stretch out your arm."

The man stretched it out in wonderment, its strength and use fully

restored.

The Pharisees and the doctors were infuriated, and after leaving the

synagogue, sought out and joined forces with other elements in the crowd

who were sympathetic to Herod, to see how they could eliminate him.

Jesus knew what was in their minds and withdrew from the town, but

many followed him into the countryside and many others joined them and he

cured all who were ill.

In view of the plots against him, he gave strict instructions that they

were not to tell anyone where he was and the words of Isaiah the prophet

were fulfilled.

'Here is my servant, whom I have chosen,

my beloved, on whom my favour rests;

I will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim judgement among the nations.

He will not strive, he will not shout,

nor will his voice be heard in the streets.

He will not snap off the broken reed,

nor snuff out the smouldering wick,

until he leads justice on to victory.

In him the nations shall place their hope.'

By this time, he had crossed and recrossed Galilee, preaching the

Kingdom and healing everywhere. He had cured many women of their

infirmities and released them from the influence of evil spirits.

In the town of Magdala, they had brought to him a woman of wealth,

who was possessed of seven devils, each one commanding her to do its



bidding, so that she was torn between seven natures, each one competing

with the next, her name was Mary. He called the evil spirits out of her,

commanding them to leave her in peace and from that time, Mary of Magdala

joined the disciples and took her place with the other woman who had

grouped around them.

Even Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, had attached

herself to them, having herself been freed from an infirmity.

Another was Susanna and there were some others, who all had been

healed of their ailments. These women provided for Jesus and the Twelve out

of their own resources.

On one occasion during this period, he told the crowd.

"When an unclean spirit comes out of a man it wanders over the

deserts seeking a resting place; and if it finds none it says, 'I will go back to

the home I left.' So it returns and finds the house swept clean, and tidy.

Off it goes and collects seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and 

they all come in and settle down; and in the end the man's plight is worse

than before."

A woman in the crowd called out.

"Happy the womb that carried you and the breasts that suckled you!"

He answered.

"No, happy are those who hear the word of God and keep it."

With the crowds swarming around him he went on to say:

"This is a wicked generation. It demands a sign, and the only sign that

will be given it is the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah was a sign to the

Ninivites, so will the Son of Man be on this generation.

At the Judgement, when the men of this generation are on trial, the

Queen of the South shall appear against them and ensure their



condemnation, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of

Solomon; and who is here is greater than Solomon.

The men of Nineveh will appear at the Judgement when this

generation is on trial, and ensure its condemnation, for they repented at the

preaching of Jonah, and who is here is greater than Jonah."


