
19.

Once again, the news spread through the town and all who had friends

suffering from one disease or the other, brought them to Simon's house - but

they waited until sunset, when the Sabbath was ended. Jesus laid his hands

on them one by one and cured them.

Those possessed with devils were also brought to him. Many of them

came out shouting: 'You are the Son of God!', but he rebuked them and

ordered them not to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.

He spent the entire night healing the people and when day broke, he

went out of the town to try to find a lonely spot where he could be alone and

pray. Simon and his disciples searched for him and when they found him

eventually, they told him:

"Teacher, the people are looking for you, they want to beg you not to

leave Capernaum."

Jesus shook his head.

"I must give the good news of the kingdom of God to other towns as

well as Capernaum - that was why I was sent. We'll go to all the country

towns."

He made a tour through Galilee with the disciples and preached the

news of the kingdom in the synagogues.

His fame reached the whole of Syria and sufferers from every kind of

illness, those racked with pain, or possessed by devils, those epileptic, or

paralysed, were all brought to him and he cured them.

Great crowds started to follow him, coming from Galilee and the



Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judaea and from beyond the Jordan.

The crowds grew larger as they continued on their tour through

Galilee, many abandoning their former life. Whole families attached

themselves to the ever expanding crowd, some stayed for only a few days

and then returned to their villages, driven more by economic necessity than

for any other reason.

Among those who came to Jesus at this particular time, were many of

the disciples of John, they, like Nebat and Judah, had listened to his

declaration that Jesus must increase, while he, John, must decrease, and

had followed much the same line of reasoning.

Jesus welcomed them and they found themselves as involved with

controlling the great press of people who had attached themselves to Jesus,

just as they had marshalled the stream of people who had come to John for

baptism.

Nebat recognised quite a few in the crowd who had been particularly

involved with helping John, some he knew by name, such as Matthias and

Joseph Justus. They were all readily accepted by the original ten who were

closest to Jesus, who were finding it increasingly difficult to maintain order

and ensure that their Teacher wasn't overwhelmed by sheer weight of

numbers. There were times when the pressure became so great, there was a

very real danger that he would be swept off his feet by those eager to touch

him, or to cry out their petitions.

On one particular day when Jesus saw an even larger crowd than

usual following them, he suddenly left the road and climbed up the side of a

hill. The place was a natural amphitheatre, flanked by rolling hills, which were

carpeted by wild flowers. Jesus sat down and waited for the people to gather

round and settle down before starting to talk to them. The contours of the hills



amplified his voice, so that even those on the outskirts of the crowd were able

to hear.

His voice rang out in a sudden outburst of praise, which instantly

subdued their restless noise.

"How blest are those who know how much they need God - the 

kingdom of heaven is theirs.

How blest are those who are sorrowful - they shall find consolation.

How blest are those of a gentle spirit - they shall possess the earth.

How blest are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness - they

shall be satisfied.

How blest are those who show mercy to others - mercy shall be shown

to them.

How blest are those whose hearts are pure - they shall see God.

How blest are the peacemakers - they shall be called the children of

God.

How blest are those who have suffered persecution for the cause of

right - the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

How blest are you when you suffer insults and persecution and every

kind of slander for my sake. Accept it with gladness and exultation, for you

have a rich reward in heaven - in the same way they persecuted the prophets

before you."

He waited for the murmur of comment to die down and then looked

directly at his disciples, who were sitting in a group close to him.

"You are salt to the world - but be careful, if salt becomes tasteless,

how can its saltiness be restored? It's good for nothing - except to be thrown

away and trodden underfoot.

You are the light of the world!



A town that stands on a hill can't be hidden. When a lamp is lit, the

idea isn't for it to be put under a meal-tub, but on a lamp-stand, where it can

give light to everyone in the house.

You, just like a lamp, must shed light among those around you, so that

when they see the good things you do, they may give praise to your Father in

heaven."

He paused again and switched his gaze to another group, a cluster of

richly dressed Pharisees and doctors of the Law, with their students. They

came and went and as was usual, on this day, were sitting in a separate

group, aloof from the main crowd.

"Don't suppose that I've come to abolish the Law and the prophets. I

didn't come to abolish, but to complete.

I tell you this, so long as heaven and earth last, not a letter, not a

stroke, will disappear from the Law until all that must happen has happened.

If any man, therefore, sets aside even the least of the Law's demands

and teaches others to do the same, he will have the lowest place in the

kingdom of Heaven, whereas anyone who keeps the Law and teaches others

to do so, he will stand high in the kingdom of Heaven."

He turned to the main crowd again.

"I tell you this, unless you show yourselves far better men than the

Pharisees and the doctors of the law, you can never enter the kingdom of

Heaven!

You have been taught that our forefathers were told: 'Do not commit

murder, anyone who commits murder must be brought to the judgement.'

What I tell you is this: Anyone who nurses anger against his brother

must be brought to the judgement. If he abuses his brother he must answer

for it to the court. If he sneers at him, he will have to answer for it in the fires



of hell.

If, when you bring your gift to the altar, you suddenly remember that 

your brother has a grievance against you, leave your gift where it is before

the altar. First go and make your peace with your brother and only then,

come back and offer your gift.

If someone sues you, come to terms with him promptly while you are

both on the way to court, otherwise he may hand you over to the judge and

the judge hand you on to the jailer and you will be put in a cell. I tell you,

once you are there, you will not be let out till you have paid the last farthing.

You have learned that they were told: 'Do not commit adultery'.

What I tell you is this: If a man looks on a woman with a lustful eye, he

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

If your right eye is your undoing, tear it out and fling it away. It’s better

for you to lose one part of your body than for the whole of it to be thrown into

hell.

If your right hand is your undoing, cut it off and fling it away. It’s better

for you to lose one part of your body than for the whole of it to go to hell.

They were told: 'A man who divorces his wife must give her a note of

dismissal.'

What I tell you is this: If a man divorces his wife for any reason other

than unchastity, he involves her in adultery - and anyone who marries a

divorced woman commits adultery.

Again, you have learned that your forefathers were told: 'Do not break

your oath' and 'Oaths sworn to the Lord must be kept.'

What I tell you is this: You are not to swear oaths at all - not by

heaven, for it is God's throne - nor by earth, for it is his footstool - nor by

Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King - nor by your own head, because



you cannot turn one hair of it white or black.

Plain 'Yes' or 'No' is all you need to say - anything beyond that comes

from the devil.

You have learned that they were told: 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth

for a tooth.' What I tell you is this: Do not set yourself against the man who

wrongs you.

If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn and offer him your left. If

a man wants to sue you for your shirt, let him have your coat as well. If a man

in authority makes you go a mile, go with him two.

Give when you are asked to give and don't turn your back on the man

who wants to borrow.

You have learned that they were told: 'Love your neighbour, hate your

enemy.'

What I tell you is this: Love your enemies and pray for your

persecutors; only in this way can you be children of your heavenly Father,

who makes his sun rise on the good and the bad alike, and sends rain on the

honest and the dishonest.

If you love only those who love you, what reward can you expect?

Surely the tax-collectors do as much as that. And if you greet only your

brothers, what is there extraordinary about that? Even the heathen do as

much. There must be no limit to your goodness, as your heavenly Father's

goodness knows no bounds."

Once again, he turned his attention to the Pharisees and the doctors

of Law.

"Be careful not to make a show off your religion before men. If you do,

no reward awaits you in your Father's house in heaven. So, when you do 

some act of charity, don't announce it with a flourish of trumpets, as the



hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win the admiration of

men. I tell you this, they already have their reward.

No, when you do some act of charity, don't let your left hand know

what your right is doing. Your good deed must be secret and your Father who

sees what is done in secret will reward you.

Again, when you pray, don't be like the hypocrites. They love to say

their prayers standing in the synagogue and at the street corners - for

everyone to see them. I tell you this, they already have their reward.

When you pray, go into a room by yourself, shut the door, and pray to

your Father who is there in the secret place - and your Father who sees what

is secret will reward you.

When you pray don't go babbling on like the heathen, who imagine

that the more they say the more likely they are to be heard. Don't imitate

them. Your Father knows what your needs are before you ask him."

He looked out over the silent crowd and went on.

"I will tell you how you should pray:

'Our Father in heaven,

thy name be hallowed;

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us the wrong we have done,

as we have forgiven those who have wronged us.

And do not bring us to the test,

but save us from the evil one.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the



glory, for ever. Amen

If you forgive others the wrongs they have done, your heavenly Father

will also forgive you; but if you don't forgive others, then the wrongs you have

done will not be forgiven by your Father.

So too, when you fast. Don't look gloomy like the hypocrites. They

make their faces unsightly so that other people may see that they are fasting.

I tell you this: they already have their reward.

But, when you fast, anoint your head with oil and wash your face, so

that men may not see that you are fasting, but only your Father who is in the

secret place - and your Father who sees what is secret will give you your

reward.Don't store up for yourselves treasure on earth, where it grows rusty

and moth-eaten, and thieves break in to steal it. Store up treasure in heaven,

where there is no moth and no rust to spoil it, and no thieves to break in and

steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eyes are sound, you will have

light for your whole body; if the eyes are bad, your whole body will be in

darkness. If then the only light you have is darkness, the darkness is doubly

dark.

No servant can be the slave of two masters, for either he will hate the

first and love the second, or he will be devoted to the first and think nothing of 

the second.

You can't serve God and Money.

Therefore I urge you to put away all anxious thoughts about food and

drink to keep you alive, and clothes to cover your body. Surely life is more

than food, the body more than clothes."

He gestured to a flock of small birds, swooping and diving above them.

"Look at the birds of the air; they don't sow and reap and store in



barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. You are worth more than the

birds!

Is there a man of you who by worrying about it, can add a foot to his

height?"

He plucked one of the small flowers at his feet and held it up above his

head.

"Why be anxious about clothes? Consider how the lilies grow in the

fields; they don't work, they don't spin; and yet, I tell you, even Solomon in all

his splendour was not dressed as one of these. If that is how God clothes the

grass in the fields, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown on the stove,

will he not all the more clothe you?

How little faith you have! No! don't ask anxiously: 'What are we to eat?

What are we to drink? What shall we wear?' All these are things for the

heathen to run after, not for you, because your heavenly Father knows that

you need them all.

Set your mind on God's kingdom and his justice before everything

else, and all the rest will come to you as well. So don't be anxious about

tomorrow; tomorrow will look after itself. Each day has troubles enough for its

own.

Pass no judgement and you won't be judged. For as you judge others,

so you will yourselves be judged, and whatever measure you deal out to

others will be dealt back to you.

Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye, with

never a thought for the great plank in your own?

How can you say to your brother: 'Let me take the speck out of your

eye.', when all the time there is a plank in your own? You hypocrite! First take

the plank out of your own eye and then you will see clearly to take the speck



out of your brother's.

Don't give to the dogs what is holy; don't throw your pearls to the pigs:

they will only trample on them, and turn and tear you to pieces.

Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find, knock, and the door

will be opened. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,

and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

Is there a man among you who will offer his son a stone when he asks

for bread, or a snake when he asks for fish? If you, then, bad as you are,

know how to give your children what is good for them, how much more will

your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him!

Always treat others as you would like them to treat you: that is the Law

and the prophets.

Enter by the narrow gate.

The gate is wide that leads to perdition and there is plenty of room on

the road - and many go that way; but the gate that leads to life is small and

the road is narrow, and those who find it are few.

Beware of false prophets, men who come to you dressed up as sheep 

while underneath they are savage wolves. You will recognise them by the

fruits they bear.

Can grapes be picked from briars, or figs from thistles?

In the same way, a good tree always yields good fruit, and a poor tree

bad fruit. A good tree can't bear bad fruit, or a poor tree good fruit.

When a tree doesn't yield good fruit it is cut down and burnt. That is

why I say you will recognise them by their fruits.

Not everyone who calls me 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom of

Heaven, but only those who do the will of my heavenly Father.

When that day comes, many will say to me: 'Lord, Lord, didn't we



prophesy in your name, cast out devils in your name, and in your name

perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them to their face; 'I never knew you;

out of my sight; you and your wicked ways!'

What then of the man who hears these words of mine and acts upon

them?

He is like a man who had the sense to build his house on rock. When

the rain came down, and the floods rose, and the wind blew, and beat upon

that house; it didn't fall, because its foundations were on rock.

But what of the man who hears these words of mine and doesn't act

upon them? He is like the man who was foolish enough to build his house on

sand. The rain came down, the floods rose, the wind blew, and beat upon that

house; down it fell with a great crash."

When Jesus had finished this discourse the people were astounded at

his teaching; for, unlike their own teachers, he taught with a note of authority.

When he had come down from the hill and returned to the track, he

was still followed by the great crowd. They drew back, however, when ahead

of them they heard the tell-tale bell of a leper. The man shouted out the

familiar cry.

"Unclean - I am unclean!"

Jesus continued towards him and his disciples stayed back, calling

softly and urgently.

"Teacher, be careful, he will infect you!"

Jesus didn't seem to hear, his eyes were focused on the distorted

shape of the stricken man. Finally he stopped a few paces from him, the leper

was crouched down in front of him, kneeling at his feet. He lifted up his badly

disfigured face.

"Sir, if you should choose to do it, you can cleanse me."



Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said with deep

feeling.

"I will help you - be clean again!"'

The man's leprosy was immediately gone and his skin became clean

and unblemished. He started to weep and babble his thanks.

Jesus interrupted him.

"Be sure that you tell nobody how this happened, but go and show

yourself to the priest, and make the offering laid down by Moses for your

cleansing - that will certify the cure."

The man went on his way, throwing aside the bell he had been obliged

to carry, and shouting the praises of the man who had cured him, and he took

no notice of the instruction to tell no one. He spread the news far and wide,

until Jesus could no longer show himself in any town, but stayed outside in

the open country. 

Even so, people kept coming to him from all quarters.


