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Lucian took a moment to reflect on the blind loyalty some women had for husbands who

were far short of their expectations when they had married them. Morosely he wondered

if Rebecca had found him a disappointment. Was he the man she thought she had 

married - or had her opinion been changed by his subsequent conduct? He shivered 

again, and it wasn't only the biting wind. He slowly took another scroll, events were 

drawing closer to the present. The report was in a different hand.

To Pontius Pilate - Procurator of Judaea.

The arrival of Marius Agrippa at the court of Caesar

"The Jew known as Marius Agrippa has recently arrived at Puteoli, from where he has 

written to Tiberius Caesar, whose court is at Capreae. Agrippa greeted him and tells 

Caesar that he has travelled a long way in order to pay his respects, and pay him a visit.

He has asked Caesar to give him permission to come over to the island. Caesar has 

made no objections, and has responded in a friendly way, telling him that he is happy 

to hear of Agrippa's safe return. He invited him to come to Capreae and has treated 

him cordially. On the day after Agrippa's arrival Caesar has received a despatch from 

Herennius Capito, Procurator of Jamhis which reports that Agrippa has borrowed three 

hundred thousand drachmae from the treasury, and has not repaid it at the appointed 

time. He further reports that when payment was demanded, he ran away like a fugitive, 

escaping from the territory under Capito's control, and therefore from the procurator's 

ability to recover the money. When Caesar read this report, he became very angry, and 

gave the order that Agrippa should be excluded from his presence until he has paid the 

debt - Agrippa has responded quickly by pleading with Antonia, to lend him the three 

hundred thousand drachmae, so that he can be restored to Tiberius' favour. So, out of 



regard to the memory of Bernice, and out of regard to Agrippa and her son Claudius' 

education together, she has lent him the money.

On payment of the debt, the relationship with Tiberius has been restored. It is Caesar's 

wish that Agrippa should become a friend of his grandson, Tiberius Gemellus, and he 

has instructed Agrippa to be at his side at all times. However, as a result of Antonia's 

warm reception, Agrippa has decided rather to pay his respects to Gaius, who is her 

grandson, and very well liked because he is the son of the beloved, Germanicus.

Agrippa has cleared his debt to Antonia by borrowing a million drachmae from Thallus, 

who is one of Caesar's freed-man, and he has used what was left over to finance his 

involvement with Gaius, as a result, Agrippa has became one of his closest friends.

This report was discreetly left unsigned

There appeared to be a gap of some months between that report and the next, 

although it was clearly marked in the series. Lucian continued.

To Pontius Pilate - Procurator of Judaea

Agrippa - An indiscreet conversation

I must report to your excellency that the friendship between Agrippa and Gaius had  

reached a great height. They go about together, sometime by chariot - my report 

concerns one such occasion.

Agrippa and Gaius had a conversation concerning Tiberius while they were seated 

privately in a chariot. Agrippa prayed to God in these words: "I pray that Tiberius might 

soon be removed from the scene, and leave the government in Gaius' hands!", who, in  

Agrippa's estimation, was the only man who deserved it! Eutychus, who is Agrippa's 

freed-man, was driving the chariot, and overheard the conversation, which he kept to 

himself; but later, when Agrippa accused him of stealing some clothing - which was 

undoubtedly true - Eutychus ran away from him. Eventually he was caught, and 

brought before Piso, who is governor of the city, and Eutychus was asked why he ran 

away, he answered, that he had something of importance to tell Caesar. This had the 



effect of keeping him safe. So Piso bound him, and sent him to Caprae. But Tiberius, 

as usual, kept him waiting in bonds.

Once again, it was unsigned

Lucian took the next scroll, events were beginning to become interesting. To his 

surprise, it dealt more with Tiberius' method of government than with Marius Agrippa.

To Pontius Pilate - Procurator of Judaea

A report on Tiberius Caesar

Tiberius excels above any other king or tyrant in delaying every matter brought before 

him. Tiberius never agrees to see ambassadors quickly, and no replacements are 

appointed for governors or procurators of the provinces - unless they die on the job! He 

was once asked by his friends why he in delayed hearing the cases of prisoners. He 

replied that he delayed to receive petitioners, because if he did so quickly, others would 

take their place, and come back to him - giving himself extra work! He also had the 

policy of allowing governors who had been originally appointed, to stay in their position 

for as long as possible, this, he said, was out of regard for the subjects that were under 

their control. All governors had a natural disposition to squeeze as much as they could 

out of those they governed. The ones who were sent on a temporary basis, and not 

being sure when they would be replaced, had the tendency to be ruthless, getting as 

much as they could while they had the chance! On the other hand, if their term of office 

was expected to continue for a long time; they eventually became satisfied with their 

spoils, because they would have had time to accumulated a great deal. Eventually they 

become less sharp in their pillaging. Tiberius gave them an example to show what he 

meant: "A great number of flies settled on the open wounds of a man who had been 

injured. One of the those standing-by pitied him, and realising that he wasn't able to 

deal with the flies himself, and was going to drive them away for him; but the wounded 

man pleaded with him to stop. His would-be helper was amazed and asked why. His 

answer was: 'If you drive these flies away, you'll make it worse for me. These are 



already full of my blood, and so they don't pester me, nor do they irritate me as much 

as before. Fresh flies will come who will be starving, and I'm exhausted already, and so,

 they might kill me.'"

Tiberius went on: "This is the reason why I am careful not to send new governors all the

time to my subjects They are already well enough harassed by circumstances. New 

governors may, like the flies, give them even more distress. The new governors won't 

be sure of the length of tenure of their appointment, and they will almost certainly work 

with a greater urgency to make their profits."

On the margin of the scroll Pilate had written.

'Tiberius has been emperor for twenty-two years, in that time he has sent only two 

procurators to govern the Jews, Gratus, and myself. This approach isn't only confined 

to the Jews, but applies to the other provinces also.'

On the next scroll the report continued:

Tiberius went on to tell his questioners, that even in the hearing of the cases of 

prisoners, he always made such delays, because to sentence to immediate death 

those that were guilty would be to shorten their existing suffering - and this was a 

favour the wicked did not deserve. Tiberius went on: 'But I do it, so that they are 

harassed by their existing calamities - and they endure greater miseries.'.

It was for this reason that Eutychus cannot get a hearing, and is kept in prison.

Unsigned report

Lucian reflected upon what he had already read, the reports might have been factual, 

but there was no doubting the malice with which they had been written. For reasons as 

yet not explained, Pontius Pilate hated Herod Agrippa with a startling intensity. Lucian 

continued reading.

To Pontius Pilate - Procurator of Judaea

Marius Agrippa - His arrest and detention.

Further to my previous report: After some time, Caesar journeyed from Capreae to 



Tusculanum, which, as you will know, is about a hundred furlongs from Rome. It was 

then that Agrippa urged Antonia to use her influence to obtain a hearing for Eutychus, 

declaring that he was unconcerned how the accusation would be resolved. Antonia, as 

you will know, is greatly respected by Tiberius in every way, because of the dignified 

way she has conducted herself towards him. You will remember that she had been the 

wife of his brother Drusus, and was well known for her refusal to take lovers after his 

death. She is still a young woman, and she appeared determined to continue in her 

widowhood, refusing all other matches, although Augustus had urged her to remarry. 

She has at all times kept her reputation free from reproach. In the past she has proved 

to be of the greatest service to Tiberius, especially during the time when there had 

been a very dangerous plot laid against him by Sejanus. This man who had been her 

husband's friend, and who had been given great authority in Rome, being the Prefect of 

the Praetorians. had conspired together with many members of the senate and many 

freed-men also joined with him. The Praetorians had been corrupted, and the plot had 

come to substantial proportions."

Lucian paused, this would have been no revelation to Pilate, who had been reputed to 

be Sejanus' man - as many were at that time. Obviously, the one making the report was 

not aware of this. He read on:

“Sejanus would have certainly succeeded, had it not been for Antonia's courage which 

proved greater than Sejanus's malice. As soon as she uncovered the plot against 

Tiberius, she wrote to the emperor a precise account of what she knew, and gave the 

letter to Pallas, the most faithful of her servants, and sent him to Caprae to Tiberius, 

who, when he saw the extent of the danger, acted quickly, with the result that Sejanus 

was executed together with his confederates. It was as a result that Tiberius, who had 

held her in great esteem before, now looked upon her with still greater respect, and 

depended upon her in many things.

This is by way of an explanation for what followed: When Tiberius was asked by Antonia



to examine Eutychus, he answered, "If it comes to light that Eutychus has been falsely 

accused by Agrippa, he will have endured sufficient punishment by what I have done to 

him already; but if, upon examination, this accusation appears to be true, Agrippa 

should take care, lest, out of a desire to punish his freed-man, he does not instead 

bring a punishment upon himself." When Antonia warned Agrippa about this, he still 

urged that the matter should be examined; so Antonia, upon Agrippa's persistence, 

took the following course of action:

Tiberius one day lay at his ease upon his sedan, and was carried about, and Gaius, her

grandson, and Agrippa, were with him. After dinner she walked by the sedan, and asked

him to call Eutychus, and have him examined; to which Tiberius replied, "O my dear 

Antonia! the gods are my witnesses that I am compelled to do what I'm going to do, not 

by my own inclination, but because I'm forced to do it by your petitions!" After he said 

this, he ordered Macro, who had succeeded Sejanus, to bring Eutychus to him 

immediately. Without delay he was brought. Then Tiberius asked him what he had to 

say against a man who had given him his liberty. Upon which he said, "O my lord! this 

Gaius, and Agrippa with him, were once riding in a chariot, when I sat at their feet, and, 

among other conversation that passed, Agrippa said to Gaius, 'Oh that the day would 

come when this old fellow dies and names you as the governor of the habitable earth! 

Tiberius, his grandson, will be no hindrance, but can be disposed of by you, and then 

the earth would be happy, and I would be happy too."

Now Tiberius accepted these to be truly Agrippa's words, and, in any case, bearing a 

grudge against Agrippa, because, when he had commanded him to pay his respects to 

Tiberius, his grandson, and the son of Drusus, Agrippa had not paid him that respect, 

but had disobeyed his commands, and transferred all his regard to Gaius. Tiberius said 

to Macro, "Bind this man." But Macro, not distinctly knowing which of them it was that he

was bidden to bind, and not expecting that he would have to do such thing to Agrippa, 

held back, and returned to ask more distinctly what it was that he said. But when 



Caesar had by this time been carried round the hippodrome, he found Agrippa still 

standing free: "For certain," he said, "Macro, this is the man I meant to have bound;" 

and when Macro still asked, "Which of these is to be bound?" Tiberius said "Agrippa." At

this point Agrippa threw himself down to his knees and pleaded with Tiberius, trying to 

put him in mind of his son, Drusus, with whom he was brought up, and of Tiberius, his

grandson, whom he had educated; but it was of no use; Tiberius remained unmoved. 

The guards led Agrippa away bound, even while he was still dressed in his purple 

garments. It was at that time very hot weather, and they had only drunk a little wine 

with their meal, so Agrippa became very thirsty. He was also greatly distressed, and 

took this treatment of him badly. When he saw one of Gaius' slaves, whose name was 

Thaumastus, carrying some water in a vessel, he asked that he coud drink; so the 

servant gave him some water to drink, and he quenched his thirst, and told him, "My 

boy! For what you have done for me, you will be rewarded in the future; for when I get 

clear of these bonds, I will soon buy your freedom from Gaius!

In fact Gaius has continued to take care of Agrippa, in the same way as when he had 

when he was in his previous former state and dignity."

Lucian paused again, this report was different in tone to the others. He was inclined to 

think that the writer had a certain amount of sympathy for the luckless Agrippa - so 

much so that he was trying to induce Pilate to share in it. To Lucian's way of thinking, he

would have been trying to make water flow uphill if he thought to get warmth and 

understanding flowing out of Pontius Pilate. Lucian's opinion wasn't altered when he 

continued reading - obviously, the man had kept very close to the events taking place 

around Agrippa.

“Agrippa was made to stand in his bonds in front of the royal palace, he leaned on a 

tree overcome with despair, he was together with many others who were also bound. It 

is said that an owl sat upon the tree upon which Agrippa leaned. Another of the 

prisoners, a German by nationality, saw him, and asked a soldier who the man in 



purple was; and when he was told that his name was Agrippa, and that he was a Jew 

and one of their principal men, he asked permission of the soldier to whom he was 

bound, to let him go closer so that he could speak to him - saying for that he was 

curious about his country. (As you will know, excellency, that this is the custom of 

Caesar Tiberius, to couple the prisoner and the soldier that guarded him together in the 

same chain.) The soldier agreed, and brought the German close to Agrippa,

The man talked to him by an interpreter. "Young man, I can see that this sudden change

in your circumstances greatly disturbs you, for it seems to you that everything is lost. I 

suppose that you will not believe me, when I foretell how you will get free of these 

circumstances, and how Divine Providence will take care of you. I want you to know 

this - I swear before the gods of my own country, as well as by the gods of this place, 

who have placed us in these circumstances - that all I am going to say to you is not 

being said for favour nor because I've been bribed, nor do I do so to try to make you 

cheerful without reason. I am well aware that such predictions, if they happen to fail, 

make for more grief in the end, which is all the more bitter than if they had never been 

said. I know I run a risk to myself, but I think it proper to declare to you the prediction of 

the gods, which is this: It is impossible that you will long continue in captivity; but you 

will soon be released, and you will be promoted to the highest dignity and power. You 

will be envied by all those who now pity your bad fortune; and you will be happy until 

your death, and will leave your happiness to the children whom you shall have. But 

remember this, when you see this bird again, you will then live only five days longer. 

Your death will be brought to pass by the God who has sent this bird here to be a sign 

for you. And I think it would be unjust of me to hide from you what I foresee concerning 

you. May the knowledge of what happiness is in store, lighten your troubles! But I ask 

of you, when you are released from these bonds, don't forget what misery I am in myself

 but try to deliver me."

It is also notable to report that Antonia is most grieved by Agrippa's misfortune: 



however, she realises how impossible it is to speak to Tiberius on his behalf, he is so 

enraged that there is no hope of success. However, she has pleaded with Macro the 

Prefect on his behalf, requesting that the soldiers who guard Agrippa should be of a 

gentle nature, and that the centurion who is in charge of them and is to eat with him, 

should be of the same attitude. She asked also that Agrippa would be permitted to 

bathe himself every day, and that his freedmen and friends might be allowed to come 

to him, so that extra things that would tend to ease his confinement might be provided. 

To this Macro has agreed. I report that Agrippa's friend Silas comes to him, and that 

two of his freed-men, Marsyas and Stechus, bring those sorts of food of which he is 

partial. They take great care of him and bring him clothing - pretending the intention of 

selling them - but when night comes, they lay the extra cloth under him - and I am told, 

the soldiers help them, because Macro had given an order to that effect."

Unsigned

There was now a considerable gap in the chronology and Lucian double checked that 

he hadn't overlooked a scroll. The one he settled upon appeared to be dated six 

month's later.

A despatch to Pontius Pilate at Puteoli.

On Matters concerning Agrippa.

I confirm the situation concerning Marius Agrippa, which has not changed for the last 

six months, he remains arrested, waiting the pleasure of Tiberius Caesar.

Unsigned

Lucian reached for the next, this was more substantial and obviously from someone 

close to the centre of affairs.

To Pontius Pilate at Augusta Vindelicum

On matters concerning the death of Tiberius Caesar and the accession of Gaius 

Caesar.

Tiberius Caesar became ill while on a journey from the borders of Rome to Caprae. At 



first his ailment was quite slight; but the sickness increased so that by the time he 

reached Misenum there was little or no hope of recovery. At this time he ordered 

Euodus, who was the freed-man he most of all trusted, to bring the children to him, 

because he wanted to talk to them before he died. (I refer here to Tiberius his own 

grandson, and Gaius his brother Drusus' grandson. I remind your excellency that by 

this time Tiberius had no sons of his own alive, for Drusus, who was his only son, was 

dead; but his brother Drusus' son Tiberius was still living, whose additional name was 

Gemellus. Gaius is the son of Germanicus, who was the son of his brother, Drusus.) 

Gaius Caesar has received a generous education, and is in much esteem and favour 

with the people, on account of the excellent character of his father Germanicus, who 

had earned the highest honours among the people, by reason of the firmness of his 

virtuous behaviour, and by the easiness and agreeableness of his relationship with the 

people, and because his high rank did not hinder his familiarity with them all, but it was 

as if they were his equals; by which behaviour he was not only greatly esteemed by the 

people and the senate, but by every one of those nations that were subject to the 

Romans; some of which were exceptionally pleased when they came to him, because of

the gracefulness of their reception by him, and others were also well pleased by the 

reports brought back to them. Upon his death, there was a great lamentation made by 

all men; not simply an outward show which was expected to be made by way of flattery 

to their rulers, but one which was sincere; while everybody grieved at his death, as if 

they had lost one that was near and dear to them. Truly such had been his easy 

relationship with men, that it turned greatly to the advantage of his son, Gaius. The 

legions in particular are so attached to Gaius, that they reckon it quite acceptable, if 

needed, to die for him so that he could achieve the government."

Lucian broke off - the tone of this report indicated nervousness. He realised that the 

circumstances had changed. Tiberius was by this time dead and Gaius now ruled. The 

author of the report was hedging his bets. If the despatch was to be intercepted, there 



would be nothing to indicate other that the most heartfelt approval of the new Caesar, 

hence the almost nauseating flattery of Gaius and his late lamented father. He went 

back to his reading:

When Caesar Tiberius had given order to Euodus to bring the children to him on the 

following day in the morning, he prayed to his country gods to show him an 

unmistakable sign as to which of the children should succeed him to rule the empire. 

He greatly favoured leaving it to his son's son, (Tiberius Gemellus) but Caesar was also 

inclined to depend upon what the gods would fore-show, much more than upon his own 

opinion and inclination. He made this to be the indication - that the empire would be left 

to the one who came to him first on the next day. When he had made this decision, he 

sent to his grandson's tutor, and instructed him to bring the child to him early in the 

morning, supposing that the gods would permit him to be made emperor. But the gods 

proved to be in opposition to his plan.

Tiberius was trying to contrive the outcome, and as soon as it was day, Tiberius told 

Euodus to call in the child which was ready. So he went out and found Gaius standing 

close to the door - for Tiberius Gemellus (Drusus' son) had not yet arrived, but had 

stayed in his quarters to wait for his breakfast. Euodus knew nothing of what his master 

intended; so he said to Gaius, "Your father calls for you," and then brought him in. As 

soon as Tiberius saw Gaius, he marvelled at the power of the gods, and how they had 

taken away his ability of bestowing the government on whom he wished. He knew he 

would not be able to accomplish what he had intended. So he inwardly greatly 

lamented the way matters had gone, and that his grandson, Tiberius Gemellus, was not 

only to lose the Roman empire by the death of his grandfather, but he was bound lose 

his own security and life also. Tiberius knew that his preservation would now depend 

upon those who would be more powerful than himself, and those who would think 

nothing of eliminating a potential rival. His relationship to his dead grandfather would not

protect him; but he could expect to be feared and baited by the one who had the 



supreme authority, partly on account of his being next in line to succeed to the empire, 

and partly on account of his constantly contriving to take over the government, both in 

order to save himself, and also to be at the head of affairs. 

I must tell your excellency, that these private thoughts were afterwards expressed by 

Caesar to one who was close to him. We also are aware, excellency, how Caesar 

Tiberius had been very much given to astrology, and to the calculation of horoscopes, 

and had spent his life committed to those predictions many of which had proved true, 

he was more inclined to them than even those whose profession it was. Tiberius was 

more addicted to all such sorts of diviners than any either the first Gaius Caesar or 

Augustus. For this reason he was now in great distress concerning these events, and 

was very much grieved at the destruction of his son's son, which he could foresee, and 

complained within himself, that he should not have made use of such a method of 

divination, while it was still in his power to have died without the grief of his knowledge 

of the future. He was now tormented by his foreknowledge of the misfortune to those 

who were dearest to him, and he knew he would die troubled by this knowledge. 

Although he was mentally disordered by this unexpected turn of events and the naming 

of his successor to one for whom he had not intended it, he spoke in the following way 

to Gaius - although unwillingly, and against his own inclination: "O child! although 

Tiberius is nearer related to me than you are, I, by my own determination, and the 

conspiring suffrage of the gods, give and put into your hand the Roman empire; and I 

ask of you never to be unmindful when you inherit it, either of my kindness to you, who 

has set you in so high a dignity, or of your relationship to Tiberius, my own son's son. 

Remember that I am, together with and after the gods, your greatest benefactor. I ask, 

therefore, that you will promise to take care of Tiberius because of his near relationship 

to you. Remember this, while Tiberius is alive, he will be a security for you, both with 

regard to the empire and as to your own life; but if he dies, that will be only a prelude to 

your own difficulties; for to be alone under the weight of such vast affairs is very 



dangerous; nor will the gods permit those actions which are unjustly done, contrary to 

the law which directs men to act otherwise, to go unpunished." This was the speech 

which Tiberius made, which Gaius promised to obey. 

When Tiberius had appointed Gaius to be his successor, he lived only a few more days.

After a rule of twenty-two years, five months and three days. Gaius Caesar became the 

fourth Caesar. The people of Rome when they learned that Tiberius had died, rejoiced 

at the good news, but they dared not believe it - not because they were unwilling to do 

so - for they would have given huge sums of money that it might be true - but because 

they were afraid to show their joy openly unless the news proved to be false, and they 

would then be accused of it and punished.

To return to matters concerning Herod Agrippa: His freed-man Marsyas, as soon as he 

heard of Tiberius' death, came running to tell Agrippa the news in prison, and finding 

him going out to the bath. He gave him a nod, and said in the Hebrew tongue, "The lion 

is dead;"

Agrippa, understanding his meaning, and being overjoyed at the news said, "May you 

be rewarded with all sorts of thanks and happiness for this news. I only can hope that 

what you say may prove true." Now the centurion who was set to guard Agrippa, when 

he saw with what haste Marsyas came, and what joy Agrippa had from what he had 

said, he had a suspicion that his words indicated some momentous change of affairs, 

and he asked them about what was said.

At first they tried to change the subject; but upon the centurion's further pressing, 

Agrippa, told him, for he had already befriended him; so the guard joined with him in 

the pleasure over the news, because he could see that it would prove to be 

advantageous to Agrippa. The centurion made him a supper, and as they were feasting,

 and the wine-cups were being passed about, there came someone who said that 

Tiberius was still alive, and would return to the city in a few days. At this news the 

centurion became very troubled, because he had done what might cost him his life - to 



have treated so joyfully a prisoner, and this upon the news of the death of Caesar. He 

threw Agrippa from the couch upon which he lay, and said, "Do you think you can cheat 

me by lying about the emperor without punishment? You can be sure that you will pay 

for this with your head!" He then ordered Agrippa to be bound again, (for he had 

released him earlier,) and kept a more strict guard over him than before, and in that 

perilous situation was Agrippa that night; but the next day the rumour gathered strength 

in the city, and confirmed the news that Tiberius was certainly dead.

Men now dared openly and freely talk about it; in fact, some offered sacrifices on that 

account. Several letters also came from Gaius; one of them to the senate, which 

informed them of the death of Tiberius, and of his own accession; another was sent to 

Piso, the governor of the city, which told him the same thing. Gaius also gave order that 

Agrippa should be removed out of custody at the camp, and go to the house where he 

lived before he was put in prison. This had the effect of relieving Agrippa's fear about his

future, even though he was still in custody. As soon as Gaius came to Rome, and had 

brought Tiberius's dead body with him, and had made a sumptuous funeral for him, 

according to custom, he had the immediate intention to set Agrippa at liberty on that 

very day, but Antonia stopped him - not out of any ill-will to the Agrippa - but to ensure 

that Gaius showed caution and decent respect for Tiberius, unless there would be 

some who might believe that he viewed the death of Tiberius with pleasure, by 

immediately releasing one whom Tiberius had arrested.

However, not many days passed before Gaius sent for Agrippa to come to his house, 

and there had him shaved, and made him change his clothing; after which he put a 

crown upon his head, and appointed him to be king of the tetrarchy of Philip. He also 

gave him the tetrarchy of Lysanias, and changed his iron chain for a golden one of 

equal weight. He also sent Marullus to be procurator of Judaea.

Tertillius

Lucian set down the last scroll, it was well into the night and he was fighting tiredness 



despite the cold - or perhaps, because of it. So, Pilate still had friends in Rome, despite 

the chatter that Tertillius had abandoned him when his fortunes had changed. Lucian 

took his bedding to the couch and tried to get some sleep, but he was still awake as the 

cold, bleak dawn accompanied the mist through his open window slit.


