
 7.

          Towards the end of the afternoon, there was an unexpected visitor to 
  the house of Asher ben Jacobi. One of the household servants announced 
  the approach of a Pod. Asher excused himself from his guests and went to 
  investigate. A little later, there were the sounds of welcome and then he led 
  the newcomer back to the others. His voice floated along the corridor, giving 
  preliminary warning. 
        "We are indeed honoured with a visit from Joshua Aristides - "
          Michael's   eyebrows   soared   to   a   peak   of   astonishment.   He   glanced 
  quickly   at   Marcus   and   Leah.   In   unison   they   rose   to   meet   the   influential 
  Administrator. Their greetings were affable and the well oiled machinery of 
  Asher's   household   produced   suitable   refreshments   as   a   matter   of   course. 
  Asher took the initiative after a decent interval.
        "We are delighted that you are able to surprise us with a visit on this 
  occasion."
        "I do hope you will forgive my unannounced arrival."
        "We are always honoured to receive you, no matter if the visit is formal 
  or informal. My house is your house."
        "How very hospitable and kind."
          Joshua   was   well   practised   in   the   mechanics   of   diplomatic 
    conversation.  The  reason   for   his   visit   was hidden  still  under   its   cloak.  He 
  looked   perfectly   relaxed   and   in   command.   He   appraised   the   quiet   luxury 
  around him.
          "This is a delightful room, brother Asher."
        "I am sure my small treasures would pale to insignificance compared 
  with yours - which are legendary, brother Joshua."
          "You are too kind but I cannot claim the credit. One of my ancestor's 
  had a discerning eye and I have inherited the product of it."
        "We have much for which to thank our talented fathers, I think."
          Joshua shifted the focus of the conversation.
          "Often I wish that some of those talented men were still with us. Not for 
  their   discerning   eye   so   much,   but   rather,   for   their   discerning   souls.   A 
  conversation with our fathers would be a priceless gift - do you not think so, 
  brother Marcus?"
          Marcus inclined his head in agreement.
        "They   have   much   to   teach   us,   brother   Joshua.   They   have   the 
  advantage of experience and continuity. They have seen the development of 
  the Kingdom and they have a clear vision of its end!"
        "Ah yes! It's end!"
          "Most things must have an end."
        "But not all things, I think. The Kingdom is eternal."
          "Eternal, yet, in some aspects, it is finite. Is it not written that the Kings 
  and Priests shall reign with Christ for a thousand years - until the purpose of 
  the Kingdom is fulfilled?"
          Joshua laughed gently, his eyes twinkled with merriment.
          "Brother Marcus, you have been well schooled in the current trend of 



  opinion on this subject - perhaps by one of those aged and talented fathers of 
  which we were speaking?"
          Marcus joined in the polite laughter.
        "I freely admit the  influence  of my kinsman, Joel,  but I am sure  we 
  have all heard the teaching of Our Lord and his Firstlings, and surely, we can 
  not go further than that which is mentioned in the Book of Revelation. I am 
  only quoting what the Lord Jesus sent to the Apostle John on the Island of 
  Patmos, by His angel messenger."
        "So, you do believe that the end of all things faces us in the immediate 
  future?
          "Surely, it goes beyond an expression of my belief. I can only repeat to 
  you what is written, Brother Joshua."
        "What is written is often subject to conflicting interpretations, brother 
  Marcus. Perhaps it is not prudent to accept one argument and not another."
        "I reject nothing until it is proved differently."
          Joshua was suddenly serious. He leaned forward.
        "The difficulty always remains that the proof of what is written can only 
  be revealed when it happens - and then such proof becomes academic. After 
  all, it is then too late to affect our position. Those who awaited the Second 
  Coming   of   Our   Lord,   were   faced   with   the   same   quandary.   Those   who 
  accepted the words of the Apostles in total, were prepared and taken up in 
  the   First   Resurrection.   Those   who   did   not,   suffered   the   most   bitter 
  disappointment. Nothing could be changed after the event! 
        If I may, I would like to ask you a question. If the Kingdom continues 
  after the thousand years, will that be sufficient evidence for you to accept that 
  what is written is subject to more than one interpretation?"
          Marcus stared at him hard.
        "What   is   accepted   and   what   is   rejected,   must   come   down   to   an 
  expression of faith, just as it was for those who awaited the Lord. It is my 
  belief that the period of one thousand years will not necessarily be measured 
  out to a precise second. Our God is more flexible than that. So, the answer to 
  your question about the continuance of the Kingdom after the thousand years 
  is: No, it will not be enough evidence for me to change my views - whatever 
  my  views   might   be!   I   think   we   should   be   reminded   that   in   the   Book   of 
  Revelation are recorded the words: 'I give this warning to everyone who is 
  listening  to the words of the prophecy of this book: should  anyone  add to 
  them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book; should anyone 
  take away from the words of this book of prophecy, God will take away from 
  him his share in the tree of life and the Holy City described in this book.'"
          Joshua relaxed, his face beaming. He nodded approvingly.
        "Well said, Brother Marcus - well said!" 
          Asher cleared his throat.
        "We are not discussing unimportant matters."
          "Indeed, Brother Asher, indeed we are not! Now, please tell me, is my 
  Brother Joel fully recovered from his indisposition?"
          Marcus interjected before the others had a chance to answer.
          "Completely, Brother Joshua - totally recovered!  At his high age, we 
  must expect such incidents - but basically, he's as strong as the proverbial 
  ox! He's having his customary afternoon nap at the moment."



          There   was   more   small   talk   and   then   their   visitor   departed.   They 
  escorted him to the main entrance and watched the Pod disappear down the 
  track. Asher turned and eyed Marcus speculatively.
        "Now I can see why Joel decided to bring you along - "
        Leah cut in.
        "At least, you were forced to show your true colours!"
          "Meaning?"
          "Meaning,   that   you   had   to   declare   your   belief   in   the   end   of   the 
  Kingdom!"
        "I didn't make any declaration - I simply reinforced Father Joel's view - 
  I have no opinion!"
        The  old  man  was sitting   in   the   reception   room when  they returned. 
  Asher looked anxious.
          "Joel,   Are   you   quite   sure   that   you   should   be   exerting   yourself   like 
  this?"
        Joel waved a dismissive hand.
        "I'm perfectly recovered and I can't waste time laying around it bed."
        He turned to Marcus.
          "You did rather well - better than I thought you would."
          "You were listening?"
        "I heard every word - I was sitting round the corner. Asher saw me - so 
  don't pretend you didn't, Asher - Joshua saw me too!"
          Marcus sounded a little bitter.
          "Thereby making me a liar!"
        "Not so, my boy, not so. You thought I was in bed taking a nap - and 
  that was the only inaccuracy."
        They sat down and faced the old man. Asher mused aloud:
        "I wish I knew what's on his mind. What is he trying to prove?"
          "Simply testing the water, Asher. Just testing the water. At the moment, 
  four of the twelve Administrators are leaning to Joshua's view that the biblical 
  passages   are   subject   to   multiple   interpretations   and   that   Our   Father   will 
  change  the  stated  timetable  - and  this,  you  will  remember, is  based  upon 
  what happened at Nineveh. The rest are still inclined to accept that the end of 
  the thousand years will see the end of the Kingdom as we know it."
          Michael interjected.
        "What does he hope to gain by polarising the twelve Administrators?"
        "At the moment, nothing - except perhaps, to avoid the costly exercise 
  of diverting away from other projects the manpower and materials for use in 
  the time when we will need to fashion them into weapons of defence."
        Leah touched the old man's arm, he turned and smiled at her.
        "Father Joel, what do we know about the actual battle between Gog 
  and Israel?"
          "Actually,   we   know   quite   a   lot,   daughter   Call   up   the   references   in 
  Ezekiel, Marcus - let us refresh our memories."
          Marcus     entered   a   string   of   co-ordinates   through   the   console.   The 
  computer responded in well modulated tones.
          "This is the text of Ezekiel 38: 17-23:
        'This is the word of the Lord God: When  I spoke in the days of old 
  through   my   servants   the   prophets,   who   prophesied   in   those   days 



    unceasingly,  it was you whom I threatened to bring against Israel. On that 
  day, when at length Gog comes against the land of Israel, says the Lord God, 
  my wrath will boil over. In my jealousy and in the heat of my anger I swear 
  that  on that day there  shall  be a  great  earthquake  throughout  the  land  of 
  Israel. The fish in the sea and the birds in the air, the wild animals and all 
  reptiles that move on the ground, all  mankind on the face of the earth, all 
  shall   be   shaken   before   me.   Mountains   will   be   torn   up,   the   terraced   hills 
  collapse, and every wall crash to the ground. I will summon universal terror 
  against Gog, says the Lord God, and his men shall turn their swords against 
  one another. I will bring him to judgement with pestilence and bloodshed; I 
  will pour down teeming rain, hailstones hard as rock, and fire and brimstone, 
  upon him, upon his squadrons, upon the whole concourse  of peoples with 
  him. Thus will I prove myself great and holy and make myself known to many 
  nations; they shall know that I am the Lord.'
        Thus ends the quotation."
          "This is the text of Ezekiel 39: 1-7.
        'And you, man, prophesy against Gog and say, These are the words of 
  the Lord God: I am against you, Gog, prince of Resh, Meshech and Tubal. I 
  will turn you about and drive you, I will fetch you up from the far recesses of 
  the north and bring you to the mountains of Israel. I will strike the bow from 
  your   left   hand   and   dash   the   arrows   from   your   right   hand.   There   on   the 
  mountains of Israel you shall fall, you and your squadrons, and your allies; I 
  will give you as food to the birds of prey and the wild beasts. You shall fall on 
  the bare ground, for it is I who have spoken. This is the very word of the Lord 
  God. I will send fire upon Magog and those who live undisturbed in the coasts 
  and islands, and they shall know that I am the Lord. My holy name I shall 
  make  known   in   the   midst  of   my  people   Israel   and   will   no   longer   let   it   be 
  profaned; the nations shall know that in Israel I, the Lord, am holy.'
        Thus ends the quotation."
        Joel sighed and complained.
        "That passionless voice irritates me at times. Here we are dealing with 
  death, devastation and pillage on a titanic scale, and this thing sounds as if 
  its reciting a laundry list! - But there is still more - The aftermath of the battle 
  with Gog - ".
        Joel gestured to Marcus to release the next text.
          "This is the text of Ezekiel 39: 8-16:
          'Behold, it comes; it shall be, says the Lord God, the day of which I 
  have spoken. The dwellers of the cities of Israel shall come out and gather 
  weapons to  light   their   fires,   buckler   and   shield,   bow and   arrows,   throwing 
  stick and lance, and they shall kindle fires with them for seven years. They 
  shall take no wood from the fields nor cut it from the forests but shall light 
  their fires with the weapons. Thus will they plunder their plunderers and spoil 
  their spoilers. This is the very word of the Lord God.
        In  that day I will  give  Gog, instead  of a burial  ground  in  Israel,  the 
  valley of Abarim east of the Sea (that is the Dead Sea). There they shall bury 
  Gog and all his horde, and all Abarim shall be blocked; and they shall call it 
  the Valley of Gog's Horde. For seven months, the Israelites shall bury them 
  and purify the land; all the people shall take their share in the burying. The 
  day that I win myself honour shall be a memorable day for them. This is the 



  very word of the Lord God. Men shall be picked for the regular duty of going 
  through the country and searching for any left above the ground, to purify the 
  land; they shall begin their search at the end of the seven months. They shall 
  go through the country, and whenever one of them sees a human bone he 
  shall put a marker beside it, until it has been buried in the Valley of Gog's 
  Horde. So no more shall be heard of that great horde, and the land will be 
  purified.'
        Thus ends the quotation."
        The silence was heavy in the room until Joel said softly.
        "As you have heard, the bloodshed will be horrendous. It will be quite 
  a long drawn out affair. First, the gathering to battle and then the onslaught. 
  Then, the intervention of Our Father - an outpouring from heaven of rain and 
  hail and fire. The weapons will be struck from their hands. Pestilence will go 
  through   their   ranks.   They   will   melt   away   before   that   onslaught.   The 
  population will go out and gather their weapons for firewood. It will take seven 
  months to simply bury the dead and then  there  will  be a period  when the 
  residual bones will be gathered. Only after that task has finished, will the end 
  of all things come."
          Asher stirred in his chair.
        "I must admit to having problems with reconciling those passages with 
  the benevolence and love we are experiencing now. Ezekiel is describing the 
  relentless, vengeful God of the Old Testament, whereas we have only known 
  the kindly father who answers our needs even before we express them. You 
  must admit, Joel, it is a hard matter to reconcile, even for we who accept that 
  Our Heavenly Father has only thoughts of peace and love towards us."
        Joel nodded.
        "I understand those reservations. I admit, it is hard for us to come to 
  terms with the thought that this wonderful, peaceful existence which we now 
  enjoy, will come to such a tumultuous end. I think we should remind ourselves 
  that   the   last   one   thousand   years   has   been   an   exception.   The   conditions 
  under which we have lived, have been atypical. I agree with you Asher, the 
  Old Testament period was one where our God often showed a strictness and 
  determination in His dealings with men, which was only tempered when His 
  Son was introduced on to this earth. Then the words 'I have only thoughts of 
  peace towards you', were fulfilled. But we must understand, in all ages, the 
  perfectness   of   God   has   been   exercised   in   every   facet.   Whether   that 
  perfectness,   was   of   love,   of   righteousness,   of   forgiveness,   of   justice   and 
  judgement. Our Father is perfect and that which He has laid into His plan as 
  the end of mankind on this earth, is also an expression of His perfectness."
        Leah interjected.
        "Even when it means pain, suffering and death, Father Joel?"
        "Even then, daughter - even then. A wise man of earlier times once 
  said: 'Pain and suffering must eventually cease, however long they must be 
  endured   -   and   death   is   a   door   which   opens   to   a   new   vista,   it   is   a   new 
  beginning'. We are preoccupied with death, even we, who live for a thousand 
  years. Our God looks upon the physical death from a different viewpoint and 
  our Lord Jesus once expressed it in this way: 'Do not fear those who kill the 
  body, but cannot kill  the soul. Fear him rather who is able to destroy both 
  body and soul in hell' - I think you will find that in Matthew 10:28."



        The sun had almost set and the light within the room had an intense 
  golden colour. Each one seemed to glow, it was simply a trick of the light, but 
  somehow  it   emphasised   the   nature   of   their   discussion.   Marcus   interjected 
  softly.
        "Once again, we come to the subject of the Second Death and the fact 
  that there is one who has the ability to destroy the physical and the soulish 
  life."
        "The ultimate destruction of the physical life can be safely entrusted to 
  a capable lieutenant," Joel responded. 
        "But   the   matter   of   the   soulish   life,   will   be   reserved   for   the   Satan 
  himself. Let us remember, before the 'capable lieutenant', Gog is entrusted 
  with his generalship, he must be recruited and his mind touched. This will be 
  the experience of all men - All men will be 'seduced' - that is the word used in 
  Revelation 20:8 - Satan will be released to 'seduce' the nations in the four 
  quarters of the earth and to muster them for battle. Some - a great number - 
  will fall to that seduction - others will not. This last great expression of man's 
  free will, will be the measure by which man will thereafter be judged. It will 
  place the power of spiritual life and death into the hands of the one who has 
  the power to kill the body and the soul!"
        The   golden   light   around   them  had   intensified   with   the   setting   sun. 
  Leah shivered.
        "Can we really be sure that Ezekiel was writing about this time, Father 
  Joel?"
          "Ezekiel   was   writing   about   a   time   to   come,   daughter.   Subsequent 
  biblical history does not reveal a Gog coming out of Magog to assail the land 
  of Israel. Post-biblical history tells us the same. Even the events of the great 
  destruction, when political Israel was wiped out as a nation, together with the 
  rest of the nations, does not support the events described in the passages 
  which have been recorded in Ezekiel. 
        This  must mean that Ezekiel  was talking  about events still  to come. 
  We still await the fulfilment of this prophesy. Only one other place in scripture 
  records a reference to Gog - and that is in Revelation 20:8. The angel who 
  revealed the Lord's message to the Apostle John, made no mistake when he 
  used the expression about Gog and Magog. It was meant as an indicator to 
  the passages in Ezekiel. In this way, we have some idea of the timetable of 
  events."
          "Then, Gog is a man of the future?"
          "Gog is a man of the present. He is already born - but he does not 
  know his destiny."
          "Then, we should be able to identify him!"
        "Not so, Marcus! The power to be Gog is latent within this man. He will 
  not be revealed until  Satan is released from his dungeon and is given the 
  opportunity   to   work   upon   him.   Gog   is   today   an   innocent   man!   When   the 
  seductive power of Satan is unleashed, then he will succumb! I do not say 
  this as an insult or an accusation, you understand - but Gog could be anyone 
  within this room! Male or Female! You or me!"  
          There was a swell of protest. Joel smiled.
        "That startles you!  Don't be startled, just think of the words of those 
  who sat with the Lord Jesus at the Last Supper. He said: 'I tell you this; one 



  of   you   will   betray   me  -   one   who   is   eating   with   me.'   At   this   they   were   all 
  dismayed; and one by one they said to him, 'Not I surely?' - You know the 
  rest of the story, my friends. I haven't said this to insult you! But I ask. Did 
  Judas know he was to be seduced away from his Lord, before Satan entered 
  into him?"
        The   light   was   gone   abruptly   and   so   was   the   conversation.   They 
  dispersed to their own quarters. Marcus closed the door panel, touched the 
  lighting control and stared hard at the old man.
        "I see that you are displeased with me, Marcus - have your say!"
          "You are mistaken, Father Joel, I am not displeased with you but I am 
  disappointed that you have hurt those who have a genuine affection for you."
        Joel nodded and walked over to the window.
        "Now you know how Simon Peter must have felt when Jesus said to 
  him: 'Away with you, Satan; you are a stumbling block to me. You think as 
  men think, not as God thinks.' Marcus, don't you understand? Gog is not a 
  malcontent, hiding his face and his thoughts in some secret place. Gog can 
  be anyone. It might be that he will resist the seduction at first, but there will 
  come a time when he will be a willing tool. Judas Iscariot was not called to be 
  a Betrayer - he was called to be an Apostle of Jesus, as was Matthew and 
  Peter and John and the others of the Twelve. He became a Betrayer because 
  he was seduced!"
        "But, Father Joel! Your friends!"
        "My dearest friends, Marcus - those closest to me! Should I warn them 
  less than the others?"


