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          Joshua broke the silence that followed Joel's statement.
          "Prepare, Father Joel - in what possible way could we prepare for such 
  a cataclysmic event?"
        The question was asked softly. Joshua continued.
        "If we are to accept that Our Father will intervene in the affairs of men 
  to such a degree that our physical environment is to be discontinued, then I 
  see no possible way in which any effort of ours could effect the outcome. If 
  we agree to the possibility that the pattern of Nineveh will be followed, then, I 
  suppose, we could lay some plans."
        Joel stared at him unblinkingly until he had finished. Asher interjected 
  quietly.
        "It   is   my  belief   that   there   will   be   no   deviation   from  that   which   Our 
  Father has planned."
          Joshua was equally quiet.
          "Surely,  this is a matter for the Firstlings to resolve. We  have never 
  been shy to ask a direct question in the past - and we have always received a 
  clear   direction   in   return.   Is   there   any   reason   to   suppose   that   it   would   be 
  different now?"
        Joel stirred.
        "What if the question has already been asked - and answered, Brother 
  Joshua?"
          Joshua leaned forward.
        "If the question has already been asked, I am sure we would like to 
  know the answer, Father Joel."
        "The answer has been made clear to us for a thousand years, Brother 
  Joshua.   There   has   never   been   an   occasion   when   we   have   been   in   the 
  company of  our  Firstlings,   when  they have  not  said   to  us:  'Beware   of  the 
  Second Death'. To them it is quite clear - the Second Death is the ultimate 
  threat   to   our   soulish   well-being.   The   whole   purpose   and   direction   of   the 
  Firstlings during  the thousand years, has been to teach all  men who have 
  ever lived, of the Plan of our God. The Plan has embraced many phases and 
  the last phase is about to begin. We are fast approaching the moment when 
  the  Kingly-Priests will  cease  to  reign, for  the  promise to them is that  they 
  would reign with Christ for a thousand years - not more or less. The Kingdom 
  - in its present form - will only last for a thousand years; then Satan will be 
  released;   then   will   come  the   gathering   of   a   host   against   us,   but   we   shall 
  prevail   -   and   then   will   come   the   end   of   this   creation,   followed   by   the 
  Judgement. This has been their teaching. 
          When I asked the question, the answer I received was: 'The scriptures 
  bear witness of that which is to come'".
        The silence was heavy, then Joshua said:
          "You mention preparing the people. For what must we prepare them? 
  Before you  answer, I must tell  you  all  that first, you  will  have to persuade 
  them   that   it   is   necessary.   There   are   many   who   take   the   view   that   this 
  Kingdom will continue for ever - they can even quote scripture to support this. 



  I suggest we call up the relevant passage."
        It was clear that he had also come prepared. He passed his hand over 
  the computer control in front of him.
          "This is the text of 2. Peter 1:11:
          'Thus   you   will   be   afforded   full   and   free   admission   into   the   eternal 
  kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.'
        So ends the quotation".
          There was a murmur of discussion around the table, it subsided when 
  Joel leaned forward.
          "There are so many references we can call upon from the scriptures, 
  which   will   support   one   view   against   the   other.   Eventually,   it   becomes   a 
  fruitless   exercise.   However,   I   would   like   to   present   one   more   for   your 
  consideration."
        This time he entered the reference himself. Marcus relaxed.
          "This is the text of Hebrews 12:25-28:
        'See that you do not refuse to hear the voice that speaks. Those who 
  refused to hear the voice of the oracle speaking on earth found no escape; 
  still   less   shall   we   escape   if   we   refuse   to   hear   the   One   who   speaks   from 
  heaven. Then indeed his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 
  'Yet once again I will shake not earth alone, but the heavens also.' The words 
  'once again' - and only once - imply that the shaking of these created things 
  means their removal, and then what is not shaken will remain.'
        So ends the quotation."
        "The   spiritual   kingdom   will   remain   -   this   earthly   projection   of   it, 
  occupying the physical creation, will be shaken and removed."
          Marcus waited for more argument, it seemed that their conference was 
  being bogged down into a battle of scriptural texts. Joshua smiled and eased 
  back into his seat.
          "Perhaps it is time to press on, Father Joel. I think we are anxious to 
  hear your suggestions."
          Marcus   looked   at   him   sharply,   the   battle   had   been   conceded 
  graciously but the victory had been too easy.
        Joel inclined his head in acknowledgement.
        "If we are agreed, perhaps we should first establish a chronology and 
  then assess the implications. 
        First - When the thousand years are over , Satan will be let loose from 
  his dungeon. 
          Second - He will come out to seduce the nations in the four quarters of 
  the earth and to muster them for battle. 
        Third  - the nations are referred  to as the hosts of Gog and Magog, 
  countless as the sands of the sea. 
        Fourth - They marched over the breadth of the land and lay siege to 
  the camp of God's people and the city that he loves. 
        Fifth - fire comes down from heaven to consume them. 
        Sixth - Satan is flung into the lake of fire and sulphur. 
          Seventh - A great white throne is shown, with the One who sat upon it; 
  from his presence earth and heaven vanished away and no place was left for 
  them. 
          Eighth - The dead, great and small, stand before the throne and books 



  are opened. 
          Ninth - Another book is opened, the roll of the living. 
          Tenth - From what is written in the books the dead were judged upon 
  the record of their deeds.  
        It is then emphasised that the sea gives up its dead, and Death and 
  Hades. All are judged.
        I suggest that the first five points are those over which we have some 
  influence."
          Asher said softly.
          "Surely,  Father Joel - we can have no influence over the release of 
  Satan?"
        "I agree - but we do know that this is to happen when the thousand 
  years is over."
        "But   how  soon   after   the   thousand   years   is   over?   The   next   day?   A 
  hundred years after? A second, a minute?"
        "The time frame does not matter! That we have made preparation will 
  matter!"
          "And your suggestions for this preparation?"
        The questions were coming from all directions. Marcus looked across 
  at Joshua, he was quiet. He caught Marcus's eye  and nodded a greeting. 
  Joel leaned back in his chair and stared up at the ceiling.
          "There is no one still alive, who knows what the influence of Satan is. 
  We have read of it - in scriptures and from other sources. When the Survivors 
  were   with   us,   they   could   describe   its   effect   and   we   thought   they   were 
  exaggerating or telling tall stories. The point I have to make is, that none of 
  us   know  what   form  this   influence   will   take,   or   what   it   really   means  to   be 
  subjected to it. 
        The nearest comparison I can make is that we shall  be like the first 
  human   pair,   when   they   first   discovered   the   consequences   of   their 
  disobedience. We can surely imagine first their wonderment and then their 
  horror, when they were confronted with their dead son, Abel, and when they 
  knew   that   Cain   his   brother,   had   taken   his   life.   Can   we   imagine   their 
  bewilderment? 
        But there must have been many other instances. What reaction would 
  Adam have had when he saw his crops choked with weeds for the first time? 
  He could hardly have imagined the implications. What about when the first 
  thorn tore his flesh? What about the first time when he felt hunger, because 
  the food supply which he had planted, became infested with pests or withered 
  in   the   heat?   Imagine   their   reaction   when   life   became   hard?   Think   of   the 
  strange sensations they would have experienced, when they found that they 
  no   longer   had   control   over   their   sensual   selves;   when   they   first   felt   the 
  stirrings of lust, anger, fear and apprehension. 
        I am trying to make the point that you and I belong to a kingdom of 
  innocents,  who  have  been  protected  for  a  thousand  years,  from all  of  the 
  influences I have mentioned. We cannot imagine what they are like. We and 
  our beloved fellow citizens will not know what has happened to us, when the 
  Adversary is released! We will be like those who are subjected to a virulent 
  illness which has no cure, and from which there is no escape.
          There will be other, much more divisive influences. The evil which man 



  has always  held   in  his  heart  - even  during  the  time of the  Kingdom -  will 
  receive a stimulus from the influence of Satan. We will see greater and lesser 
  manifestations of it, ranging from murder and pillage, to disagreements and 
  disharmony.   Our   peaceful   coexistence   will   become  a   memory  and   we   will 
  become citizens of a kingdom which is divided against itself and therefore, 
  must fall.
          Here then, is the fertile ground for Satan to raise up a Gog to gather a 
  mighty host!"
        Joel paused. Joshua leaned forward.
          "And the objective of this change of circumstances?"
        "The objective of our God in allowing these events to come to pass is 
  simply - the final  examination for the human race - the ultimate questions: 
  Who is faithful to Me and My teaching? Who is fitted to live eternally in My 
    presence?!"
          Again,   there   was   another   digesting   silence   which   was   broken   by 
  Asher.
        "The fourth point, Father Joel. The movement of a great host in the 
  command of this - Gog."
          "Gog   is   a   symbol,   perhaps   -   or   maybe   it   has   some   purely   factual 
  meaning. Many references in scripture can be taken in a number of ways - 
  especially in the Book of Revelation. This reference   might mean that there 
  will be a physical army which will march with some leader at its head, but we 
  would be blind if we thought this was all it means. 
        The testing of our God must be upon all who have ever lived. It was 
  the purpose of the Kingdom to allow time to teach them. Therefore, we must 
  all  be tested, we must all  be confronted with the tempting influence of the 
  released Satan. It does not matter if we are alive or dead, all men must be 
  given the opportunity to declare for God or against him. Gog and his host will 
  march   against   the   spiritual   city   that   God   loves   and   will   encompass   the 
  spiritual camp of the saints, but as I have mentioned, it may be also that there 
  will be a physical counterpart to this in the besieging of this physical city of 
  Jerusalem, which will entail a great physical battle!"
          Joshua murmured.
        "And fire will come down from heaven and devour them!"
        "Fire  can take many forms, Joshua, as I am sure you  are aware. In 
  Hebrews we read: 'He who makes his angels winds, and his ministers a fiery 
  flame'. Who can tell what our God has in mind?"
          "And what do we know of this Gog?"
        "It so happens, a great deal!"
        Joel touched his control panel again and leaned back.
          "This is the text of Ezekiel 38:1-16
          'These are the words of the Lord to me: Man look towards Gog, the 
  prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal,  in the land  of Magog, and prophesy 
  against him. Say, These are the words of the Lord God: I am against you, 
  Gog, prince  of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.  I will  turn  you  about, I will  put 
  hooks in your jaws, I will lead you out, you and your whole army, horses and 
  horsemen, all fully equipped, a great host with shield and buckler, every man 
  wielding a sword, and with them the men of Pharos, Cush and Put, all with 
  shield   and   helmet.   Gomer   and   all   his   squadrons,   Beth-togarmah   with   its 



  squadrons from the far recesses of the north - a great concourse of peoples 
  with you. Be prepared; make ready, you and all your host which has gathered 
  to join you, and hold yourselves in reserve for me. After many days you will 
  be   summoned;  in   years   to   come  you   will   enter   a   land   restored   from  ruin, 
  whose people are gathered from many nations upon the mountains of Israel 
  that   have   been   desolate   so   long.   The   Israelites,   brought   up   from   many 
  nations, will all be living undisturbed; and you will come up, driving in like a 
  hurricane; you  will  cover the land like a cloud, you and your squadrons, a 
  great concourse of peoples.
        This is the word of the Lord God: At that time a thought will enter your 
  head and you will plan evil. You will say, 'I will attack a land of open villages, I 
  will fall upon a people living quiet and undisturbed, undefended by walls, with 
  neither   gates   nor  bars.'   You   will   expect  to   come  plundering,   spoiling,  and 
  stripping bare the ruins where men now live again, a people gathered out of 
  the nations, a people acquiring cattle and goods, and making their home in 
  the very centre of the world. Sheba and Dedan, the traders of Tarshish and 
  her leading merchants, will say to you, ‘Is it for plunder that you have come? 
  Have you gathered your host to get spoil, to carry off silver and gold, to seize 
  cattle and gold, to collect rich spoil?'
          Therefore, prophesy, man, and say to Gog, These are the words of the 
  Lord God: In that day when my people Israel is living undisturbed, will you not 
  awake and come with many nations from your home in the far north, all riding 
  on horses, a great host, a mighty army? You will come up against my people 
  Israel; and in those future days will you be like a cloud covering the earth. I 
  will bring you up against my land, that the nations may know me, when they 
  see me prove my holiness at your expense, O Gog.'
        Thus ends the quotation."
          There was an audible sigh from those gathered and then a murmur of 
  discussion. Joel waited for them to become quiet again.
        "I think the significant points are obvious. 
        First - God has reserved them for some future activity. The expression 
  'hooks   in   your   jaws'   refers   to   the   practice   of   leading   prisoners   by  a   rope 
  attacked   to   metal   hooks   which   were   pierced   through   the   jaw.  As   you   will 
  imagine, my brothers, such prisoners found it too painful to argue or resist! It 
  is an indication that Gog will be impelled to do his part.
          Second - It is clear that there will be a great confederation drawn from 
  many nations.
        Third - There is an indication of a distant time: 'After many days you 
  will be summoned; in years to come you will enter a land restored from ruin'.
        Fourth - We are given an indication of their target: 'whose people are 
  gathered  from  many  nations  upon   the  mountains  of   Israel   that  have  been 
  desolate  so long. The Israelites,  brought up from many nations, will  all  be 
  living undisturbed'.
        Fifth  - We  are  shown how it  will  be done  by Satan: 'At that  time a 
  thought will enter your head and you will plan evil. You will say, "I will attack a 
  land of open villages, I will fall upon a people living quiet and undisturbed, 
    undefended by walls, with neither gates nor bars."' 
        Sixth   -   In   another   place   the   prophesy   emphasises   the   change   of 
  circumstances. The question is asked: 'Will you not awake?'



          Seventh - We  are shown the purpose: 'and in those future days will 
  you be like a cloud covering the earth. I will bring you up against my land, 
  that the nations may know me, when they see me prove my holiness at your 
  expense, O Gog'".
        The old man leaned back and closed his eyes. Marcus half rose from 
  his chair. Joel gestured him back.
        "I am all right, Marcus - "
          Asher had leaned forward too.
          "Perhaps we should adjourn for a short while - "
        "No! No! We have all come a long way and have left important projects 
  to do so. We have no time to pander to the momentary weakness of an old 
  man! I am now fully recovered!"
          There were murmurs of  protest from around the table. Joel nodded in 
    acknowledgement.
        "I   thank   you,   brothers,   for   your   consideration.   Now,   I   will   act   the 
  prophet and suggest that such sentiments will  be rare when power will  be 
  restored to Satan, so that he can manipulate the minds of man!"
        The battle was rejoined. Joshua stood.
          "You have painted for us an alarming picture, Father Joel. If I may say 
  so   -   a   pessimistic   picture.   We   have   had   time   to   study   these   ancient 
  prophesies for many decades and our meeting today comes at the end of a 
  long period of debate. We are not all of the same mind, I think. We are not all 
  persuaded that these passages refer to actual events which we can expect to 
  take place in our time. 
        You are trying  to persuade us to act in some way, on a conjecture. 
  Although   you   have   not   mentioned   to   us   what   will   be   the   nature   of   the 
    preparations you have in mind, the very nature of the supposed threat leads 
  me to believe that you will suggest some form of defences to be devised. Are 
  we to go back to our areas and say to the people: 'We believe that there is 
  going to be a great uprising against the Kingdom, for this reason we shall 
  now reverse what happened at the start of the Kingdom? From now on, we 
  must devote some of our time and energy into forging weapons of war. We 
  must   turn   our   ploughshares   into   swords,   for   a   mighty   army   is   about   to 
  descend on our quiet and pleasant land! 
        If we adopt such a measure, the Kingdom of Peace will cease to exist 
  because we will have thoughts of war and not peace, and I contend that it will 
  not be necessary to release Satan to seduce the minds of the people, we will 
  have performed the task for him!"
          Joshua   resumed   his   seat.   Marcus   listened   to   the   rising   babble   of 
  voices around the table. Joel allowed the discussion to go on for a while, then 
  he stood.
        "My dear brothers, we have listened with great respect to the views of 
  our friend and brother, Joshua, who has presented a very concise argument 
  against precipitous action. I quite agree that the course he has suggested, 
  would   disturb   the   remaining   years   of   the   Kingdom   of   Peace,   and   such   a 
  course of action   must not be countenanced. There will  be time enough to 
  make the preparations mentioned when the threat is obvious, and that will be 
  whilst Satan is gathering the mighty host from the four corners of the earth. 
        To   disturb   the   tranquillity   of   the   Kingdom   in   order   to   gather   and 



    manufacture arms, is unthinkable - yet, we must be ready to meet this unseen 
  threat. We have one course of action open to us during the remaining years 
  and that is, to accumulate the materials we might require. We must set aside 
  what we will need. There is a good biblical precedent: We must be like David, 
  who   accumulated   treasure   and   materials   against   the   time   when   Solomon 
  would construct the temple.
        The   construction   of  our  defences  we  can  leave  to   the  period  when 
  Satan will be mustering his army and finding his general, Gog. This man will 
  also have to be prepared and so will his armies. In this period, the threat will 
  become obvious. It will not be the time of peace such as we know today. The 
  changes in human nature will become visible, and with those changes, there 
  will  emerge the  desire  to resist and fight against the  threatening  Horde  of 
  Gog!
        We   have   dealt   with   only   one   part   of   the   problem,   however.   Of   far 
  greater   concern   is   how   to   counter   the   worst   effects   of   the   emergence   of 
  Satan. Our society must be prepared for those characteristics of the human 
  nature which have been dormant for a thousand years. We must be prepared 
  for the stirring up of our base nature, for when that happens, there will come 
  acts of violence and crime. 
        It must be our task to ensure  that the  weak and the feeble  are  not 
  down trodden by the stronger. The conditions of each man working for his 
  neighbour  and  for  the  common good,  will  diminish.  I remember my father, 
  Carl, telling me that in his days - before the Great Destruction - these baser 
  instincts of man were governed by laws and regulations, but, as well, there 
  were many who were moved to help those who could not help themselves. 
  One could say that there was a counterbalance. Some learned to accept that 
  they had a base nature and that it had to be subdued.
          When Satan is released, it will be like confronting man with a sickness 
  for which he has no cure. The counterbalance will be our memories of how 
  wonderful it was during these golden years of the Kingdom of Peace. This is 
  all we shall have! 
        We shall be faced with sickness in the physical sense too, conditions 
  we can not even imagine. We shall be like those of whom we can read in the 
  old   histories,   who   were   subjected   to   virulent   diseases   of   the   flesh,   which 
  brought pain and suffering - and death. 
          These are only some of the 'benefits' we can expect from the release 
  of the Adversary. He will make full use of his time, for he knows that it is the 
  End and he will seek to draw down with him, into the pit of the Second Death, 
  as many as he can find to respond to his overtures."


